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RECOMMENDATION 


Virgin  Mountain  Natural  Area 


I.  Results  of  Review  for  Wilderness  Characteristics: 

Virgin  Mountain  Natural  Area,  6,560  acres,  was  evaluated 
along  with  its  contiguous  roadless  area,  inventory  units 
NV-050-0222  and  AZ-1-121.  These  units  were  found  to  lack 
wilderness  character  during  the  Overthrust  Belt  Accelerated 
Inventory, 

NV- 050- 0222/AZ- 1-121  - Virgin  Peak/Hec’s  Hole 


Area  Description  and  Size:  The  unit  contains  a large  portion 

of  the  Virgin  Mountains  in  both  Nevada  and  Arizona,  The  Virgin 
Mountain  Natural  Area,  6,560  acres,  is  at  the  northwestern 
edge  of  this  unit,  but  lies  completely  within  Nevada,  The 
total  roadless  acreage  was  determined  to  be  49,820  acres. 

Naturalness:  This  area  has  been  extensively  impacted  by  roads, 

ways,  range  improvements,  buildings,  and  mines.  The  Bunkerville 
Mining  District  impacts  the  Natural  Area  itself.  These  intrusions 
are  numerous  and  spread  throughout  the  unit.  The  imprint  of  man’s 
work  has  left  no  natural  area. 

Outstanding  Opportunities:  (1)  Solitude  - Rugged  topographic 

relief  and  dense  vegetation  provide  excellent  availability  of 
secluded  spots  and  an  outstanding  opportunity  for  solitude. 

(2)  Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  - The  wide  variety  of 
topography  and  vegetation  provide  outstanding  opportunities  for 
several  primitive  recreational  activities. 

Supplemental  Values  - The  area  contains  archaeological,  geological, 
botanical,  historical  and  scenic  supplemental  values. 

Rehabilitation  - The  impacts  in  this  area  are  too  major  to  be 
rehabilitated  by  hand  or  natural  means. 

II.  Economic  and  Social  Impacts: 

The  release  of  the  Natural  Area  and  its  contiguous  roadless  acreage 
from  wilderness  consideration  would  not  change  the  current  manage- 
ment of  Virgin  Mountain  Natural  Area.  Therefore,  no  economic  or 
social  impacts  are  expected  to  result  from  this  recommendation. 

III.  Analysis  of  Long  and  Short-Term  Effects: 

The  long  and  short-term  effects  of  releasing  Virgin  Mountain 
Natural  Area  from  the  interim  management  protection  provided  to 
lands  under  wilderness  review  and  returning  it  to  its  previous 
management  as  a Natural  Area  would  be  that  all  users  and  develop- 
ments which  previously  were  compatible  with  that  management  would 
continue  to  be  permitted. 
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IV 


Discussion  of  Options  Foregone: 


Vic 


The  recommendation  of  Virgin  Mountain  Natural  Area  as  suit- 
able for  wilderness  is  the  only  option  foregone  by  the 
adoption  of  the  present  recommendation.  Because  the  evidence 
of  man’s  activities  in  this  area  are  beyond  rehabilitation  by 
hand  labor  or  natural  means,  the  Natural  Area  does  not  now, 
nor  will  it  ever,  meet  the  naturalness  criteria  for  wilder- 
ness suitability.  Therefore,  the  adoption  of  the  present 
recommendation  will  not  affect  any  options  considered  in  the 
future  for  the  management  of  this  area. 

V.  Recommendation: 

Virgin  Mountain  Natural  Area  and  its  contiguous  roadless 
acreage  lacks  wilderness  character  and  should  be  dropped 
from  further  wilderness  consideration. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


Virgin  Mountain  Natural  Area 


Clark  County,  Nevada 
Mohave  County,  Arizona 

Las  Vegas  District 
Arizona  Strip  District 


Previously  Contiguous 

Designated  Area  Lands  (if  any)  Total 


Acres  With 

Wilderness  Characteristics  0 

Acres  With 

Wilderness  Characteristics 

Recommended  For  Designation  0 

Recommended  Against  Designation  0 


0 


0 


0 0 
0 0 


Ownership  in  Study  Area  (8-1-75) 
BLM 


6,560 

0 


43,260  49,820 


Private 


0 


0 


Photo  #1  Looking  northeast  into  Virgin  Mountain  Natural  Area. 


Photo  #2  Looking  southwest  at  peak  in  the  Virgin  Mountains. 
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Photo  #3  View  of  type  of  trees  present  in  the  Natural  Area. 


/ 

Looking  east  toward  the  South  Virgin  Peak  Range. 


Photo  #6 
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BACKGROUND  INFORMATION 


I.  Statement  of  Previous  Designation: 

Virgin  Mountain  Natural  Area  was  designated  in  the  Notice  of 

Proposed  Classification  of  Public  Lands  for  Multiple  Use 

Management  published  in  the  Federal  Register,  Vol.  35,  No. 

187-Friday,  September  25,  1970.  The  area  was  designated  to 

protect  unusual  flora  and  fauna  that  can  be  found  nowhere  else 

in  southern  Nevada, 

II o Significant  Resource  Data: 

A,  The  Natural  Area  and  its  contiguous  roadless  area  have 
archaeological  values,  including  shelter  caves,  petro- 
glyphs,  and  agave  roasting  pits, 

B,  The  scenic  quality  of  the  Virgin  Mountains  is  excellent. 

There  are  pinyon/ juniper  forests,  exposed  sandstone  for- 
mations, and  rugged  topography.  The  panorama  from  the 
top  of  Virgin  Peak  Ridge  provides  a magnificent  view  of 
the  outlying  deserts  and  mountains, 

C,  Several  botanic  values  have  been  identified  in  this  area. 
There  is  a small  stand  of  Douglas- fir  in  the  Virgin 
Mountain  Natural  Area,  unique  for  its  location  as  the 
southernmost  extension  in  Nevada  and  the  only  occurrence 
in  Clark  County,  and  also  for  the  large  size  of  several 
of  the  individual  trees.  Small  isolated  stands  of  white 
fir  and  ponderosa  pine  occur  in  the  area,  and  the  only 
pocket  of  Arizona  cypress  known  to  exist  in  Nevada  is 
also  in  the  Natural  Area,  This  portion  of  the  Virgin 
Mountains  is  recognized  as  unique  and  of  scientific  in- 
terest because  three  desert  life  zones  overlap  here: 

the  Great  Basin,  Mohave,  and  Sonoran. 

D,  The  mining  area  to  the  northwest  of  the  roadless  unit  and 
the  northern  edge  of  the  Natural  Area  contains  several  old 
sites  of  historic  interest  and  value. 

E,  Desert  bighorn  sheep  (Ovis  canadensis  nelsoni)  were  recently 
reintroduced  into  the  Virgin  Mountain  Range  of  Clark  County, 
Nevada,  in  an  attempt  to  increase  the  distribution  and  abun- 
dance of  the  species  in  the  State.  The  Virgin  Mountains 
historically  supported  a relatively  large  resident  population 
of  desert  bighorn  sheep  that  were  thought  to  have  been  ex- 
tirpated during  the  1930 fs,  possibly  due  to  over-hunting, 
competition,  or  disease. 


-10- 


III.  Description  of  Report  Area: 

The  Virgin  Mountain  Natural  Area  is  located  along  the  Nevada/ 
Arizona  State  boundary.  It  is  approximately  85  miles  from 
Las  Vegas,  Nevada  and  approximately  40  miles  from  St.  George, 

Utah.  Information  on  the  influence  area  of  this  recommendation, 
as  presented  in  the  regional  discussion  of  the  area  in  URA  Step 
4,  is  not  available. 

IV,  Summary  of  Public  Participation: 

A.  Description  of  the  Process:  Overthrust  Belt  Accelerated 

Inventory 

1.  Las  Vegas  District,  Nevada: 

The  Overthrust  Belt  is  a high  area  of  interest  for 
oil  and  gas  exploration.  Forty-five  areas  were  inven- 
toried for  wilderness  values  within  this  zone  in  Nevada. 
Virgin  Peak  Natural  Area  was  one  of  these  areas.  The 
public  comment  period  began  on  July  25,  1979  and  ended 
on  October  23,  1979, 

During  the  90-day  public  comment  period  a news  release 
and  Federal  Register  notice  were  used  to  inform  the 
various  publics  of  the  review  period,  the  opportunity 
for  comment,  and  locations  of  meetings.  The  story  was 
carried  widely  in  Southern  Nevada  newspapers.  Several 
local  radio  stations  and  one  TV  station  covered  the 
comment  period.  Both  the  Lincoln  and  Esmeralda  County 
Commissions  as  well  as  the  Lincoln  County  Conservation 
District  Board  were  briefed.  Several  local  organiza- 
tions such  as  Southern  Nevada  Conservation  Council, 

Nevada  Public  Land  Users  Assoc.,  and  the  Sierra  Club 
were  briefed.  An  open  house  was  conducted  at  the  Las 
Vegas  District  Office  as  well  as  in  the  Moapa  Valley 
Community  Center  and  the  Caliente  BLM  office. 

2.  Arizona  Strip  District,  Arizona: 

A newsletter  announcing  the  Overthrust  Belt  Accelerated 
Inventory,  summarizing  recommendations  on  21  units,  and 
inviting  public  participation  at  five  open  houses  or  by 
mail  was  sent  to  a selected  mailing  list.  Newspaper  and 
radio  spots  also  brought  the  Inventory  to  public  attention. 
The  five  open  houses  were  held  in  early  October. 

B.  Summary  of  Analysis  of  Comments: 

Comments  cited  roads,  mines,  rock-hounding  areas,  and  the 
mining  district  as  detracting  from  naturalness  and  preventing 
outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation. 
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Concern  was  expressed  that  further  study  of  the  area 
would  conflict  with  potential  mineral  resource  values  by 
restricting  exploration,  development,  and  expansion.  The 
resulting  fuel  shortage  would  discourage  travel  and  tourism. 

Comments  supported  wilderness  consideration  of  the  unit 
because  it  contains  the  Virgin  Mountain  Natural  Area,  unique 
and  diverse  vegetation  and  topography,  and  because  excess- 
ively strict  criteria  were  used  for  wilderness  evaluation. 

C.  Response: 

Although  comments  were  received  supporting  both  the  presence 
and  absence  of  wilderness  characteristics  in  this  area,  the 
BLM  believes  that  both  the  Virgin  Mountain  Natural  Area  and 
its  contiguous  roadless  acreage,  units  NV-050-0222  and  AZ- 
1-121,  clearly  lack  wilderness  character.  Evidence  of  man's 
activities  in  the  area  are  substantially  noticeable  and 
should  be  dropped  from  further  wilderness  consideration. 
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APPENDIX 


OVERTHRUST  BELT 
SPECIAL  WILDERNESS  INVENTORY 


NV-0S0-0222 
Virgin  Peak 


Las  Vegas  District 


WILDERNESS  INVENTORY 
WILDERNESS  SUMMARY  SHEET 


I . LOCATION 

Inventory  Unit  No:  NV-050-Q222 

i 

Area/ Island  Name:  Virgin  Peak 

District:  Las  Vegas  State:  NpvaHa 

II.  SUMMARY: 

A.  Results  of  wilderness  characteristics  analysis: 

1.  Does  the  area  or  island  appear  to  be  natural? 

2.  Does  the  area  or  island  offer  outstanding 
opportunities  for  solitude  or  a primitive 
and  unconfined  type  recreation? 

3.  Does  the  area  meet  any  of  the  size 
requirements? 

4.  Does  the  area  or  island  have  supplemental 
values? 

B.  Resulting  map. 

Attach  a map  showing  inventory  unit,  roads,  area  with  possibility 
of  returning  to  a natural  state,  recommended  boundary  of 
wilderness  study  area  (WSA) . 

III.  RECOMMENDATION 


Yes  x No 

X Yes  No 

X Yes  No 

X Yes  No 


IV. 


Check  one: 

Area  or  island  should  be  approved  as  a WSA. 

X Area  or  island  does  not  qualify  for  wilderness  study. 

A portion  of  the  area(s)  or  island(s)  should  be  approved  as  a WSA 
for  further  study  and  reported  to  the  President.  The 
restrictions  imposed  by  Section  603  will  no  longer  apply 
(Reference  to  map)  on  the  remainder  of  the  area. 
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WILDERNESS  INTENSIVE  INVENTORY 

UNIT  NO.  NV-050-0222  __ 

NAME  OF  AREA  Virgin  Peak . 

Explain,  by  a concise  narrative  the  following  essential  wilderness 

characteristics  (for  guidance  see  text  in  the  Wilderness  Inventory 

Handbook) : 

1.  SIZE 
Narrative: 

The  unit  is  located  south  and  a little  east  of  Bunkerville  in  the  Gold 
Butte  area,  and  contains  29,775  acres  of  public  land.  Its  northern 
boundary  is  the  Cabin  Canyon  Road  for  mining  access.  To  the  west  the 
boundary  is  the  New  Gold  Butte  Road,  and  to  the  south,  it  is  the  Whitney 
Ranch  Road.  The  unit  is  adjacent  all  along  its  eastern  boundary  to  the 
Nevada/Arizona  border.  It  is  contiguous  to  Arizona  Strip  District  inven- 
tory unit  AZ-Q10-121,  Hec's  Hole,  20,045  acres.  The  unit  also  contains 
the  Virgin  Peak  Instant  Study  Area  in  the  northcentral  portion,  consisting 
of  6,560  acres. 

Summary:  1.  Does  the  area  have  at  least  5,000  acres  of  contiguous  land  and 

is  it  of  sufficient  size  to  make  practicable  its  preservation 
and  use  in  an  unimpaired  condition?  Yes. 

2.  NATURALNESS 
Narrative: 

There  are  several  areas  of  major  disturbances  showing  extensive  mining  scars 
and  many  roads,  ways,  and  trails.  The  remainder  of  the  area  shows  numer- 
ous range  improvements  especially  along  the  southeast  and  north,  with  many 
associated  roads  and  ways.  A major  road  enters  the  unit  from  the  south 
and  cuts  the  area  almost  in  two.  This  road  has  a corral,  out  buildings,  a 
windmill,  and  several  water  troughs  and  tanks  found  along  its  entire  length. 
A maintained  road  is  found  along  the  southwest  comer  of  the  unit.  It  runs 
in  a northerly  direction  for  several  miles  and  then  heads  out  to  the  west 
and  back  into  the  Gold  Butte  road.  A cement  water  check  dam  can  be  found 
on  the  southern  edge  of  the  unit.  The  majority  of  these  intrusions  found 
throughout  the  unit  tend  to  dominate  the  rest  of  the  unit,  though  there  are 
some  natural  areas  remaining. 

The  Arizona  portion  of  the  unit  (Hec's  Hole)  also  appears  to  be  in  an 
unnatural  condition.  The  Arizona  Strip  District  has  been  contacted  and 
a joint  field  trip  was  conducted  in  early  June.  The  final  report  on  Hec's 
Hole  will  appear  in  the  Arizona  Intensive  Inventory  printout  released  in 
the  spring  of  1980. 
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The  Virgin  Peak  Natural  Area  is  located  in  the  northeast  portion  of 
the  unit.  It  contains  6,560  acres.  The  area  does  not  appear  natural 
due  to  mining  related  activity,  access  roads,  ways,  and  trails,  and 
extensive  range  improvements  in  the  form  of  cattle  guards,  earthen 
dams,  pipelines,  and  water  troughs.  These  intrusions  tend  to  dominate 
the  entire  area.  Although  this  area  appears  to  lack  wilderness  character, 
it  should  be  looked  at  as  a possible  A.C.E.C.  (Area  of  Critical  Environ- 
mental Concern) . 

( 

Summary:  Does  the  area  or  island  generally  appear  to  have  been  affected 

primarily  by  the  forces  of  nature,  with  the  imprint  of  man's  work 
substantially  unnoticeable?  No. 

3.  OUTSTANDING  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  SOLITUDE  OR  A PRIMITIVE  AND  UNCONFINED 
RECREATION  ANALYSIS 

A.  SOLITUDE 

Narrative: 

The  Wilderness  Inventory  Handbook  provides  direction  for  which 
factors  need  to  be  evaluated  to  determine  if  an  outstanding 
opportunity  for  solitude  exists.  "Factors  or  elements  influencing 
solitude  may  include  size,  natural  screening,  and  ability  of  the 
user  to  find  a secluded  spot.  It  is  the  combination  of  these  and 
similiar  elements  upon  which  an  overall  solitude  determination  will 
be  made." 

Size  - The  unit  contains  29,775  acres.  The  northern  portion  of  the 
unit  is  in  the  shape  of  a long  narrow  arm,  not  wider  than  3 miles. 

This  area  is  also  unnatural.  The  area  to  the  west  of  the  Virgin 
Peak  Natural  Area  does  offer  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude. 

Natural  Screening  - The  area  offers  a wide  variety  of  vegetation. 

Some  of  these  species  are:  creosote.  Black  brush.  Yucca  species. 

Oak  species,  Manzanita,  Pinyon/juniper,  Ponderosa,  White  fir,  Arizona 
cypress,  and  Douglas  fir.  The  tree  species  are  primarily  found  in  the 
washes  or  high  on  the  ridge  tops.  Areas  within  the  unit  do  offer  out- 
standing  opportunities  for  solitude. 

The  topography  varies  from  gentle  sloping  bajadas,  around  the  base  of 
a large  mountain  peak,  to  steep  canyon  walls,  ridges,  and  jagged  rock 
outcrops  at  the  highest  elevations.  These  characteristics  offer  areas 
of  outstanding  screening  properties.  The  remainder  of  the  unit  makes 
it  difficult  to  escape  the  sites  and  sounds  of  users  on  the  boundary 
and  interior  roads,  the  mining  areas  and  the  stock  developments. 

Ability  of  the  User  to  Find  a Secluded  Spot  - The  topography  and  vege- 
tation do  offer  areas  for  one  to  find  a secluded  spot.  This  would  be 
possible  in  the  Virgin  Peak  Area  and  to  the  west  along  a narrow  canyon. 

Conclusion  - The  natural  screening  in  the  unit  is  sufficient  to  provide 
several  limited  areas  of  seclusion. 
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Summary:  Does  the  area  have  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude?  Yes. 

B.  PRIMITIVE  AND  UNCONFINED  RECREATION 
Narrative: 

1.  Recreational  Opportunities  Available: 

i a.  Hiking 

b.  Backpacking 

c.  Horseback  Riding 

d.  Hunting 

e.  Nature  Studies 

f.  Camping 

g.  Sightseeing 

2.  Quality  of  Recreational  Opportunities:  The  area  could  provide 

enjoyable  experiences  in  all  available  opportunities.  The  oppor- 
tunities  could  be  termed  outstanding  for  portions  of  the  unit. 

3.  Conclusion:  There  are  a number  of  recreational  activities  available 

which  do  offer  outstanding  quality. 

Summary:  Does  the  area  have  outstanding  opportunities  for  a primitive  and 

unconfined  type  of  recreation?  Yes. 

4.  SUPPLEMENTAL  VALUES 
Narrative: 

The  area  contains  signs  of  early  man  in  the  form  of  lithic  scatter,  shelter 
caves,  petroglyphs,  and  campsites.  In  "addition  to  the  archaeological  values, 
the  area  also  contains  geological,  botanical,  and  historical  values. 

Summary:  Does  the  area  contain  ecological,  geological,  or  other  features  of 

scientific,  educational,  scenic,  or  historical  value?  Yes. 

5.  POSSIBILITY  OF  CERTAIN  AREAS  RETURNING  TO  A NATURAL  CONDITION 
Narrative: 

The  mining  areas  in  the  north  and  eastern  portions  of  the  unit  are  far 
beyond  natural  or  hand  rehabilitation.  Some  of  the  range  improvements 
could  be  removed  without  too  much  difficulty,  but  the  roads  would  not  be 
rehabilitated  easily. 

Summary:  If  the  area  or  island  were  to  become  a wilderness  area,  could  the 

imprint  of  man's  work  be  reduced  by  either  natural  processes  or  by 
hand  to  a level  judged  to  be  substantially  unnoticeable?  No. 
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SIGNATURE  SHEET 


Inventory  Unit  No:  NV-050-0222 

Unit  Name:  Virgin  Peak 


I.  FIELD  INVENTORY 


II. 


Crew:  James  P.  Dunn 

Marta  L.  Witt 

Joseph  B.  Smith 

Frank  S.  Santana 
Name 

REPORT  - 1st  Draft 
Size  Analysis 
Naturalness 
Solitude 
Recreation 

Supplemental  Features 
Rehabilitation 


III.  REVIEW 


District  Wilderness  Specialist 


James  P.  Dunn 
Name 


t/skJzS. 

' Date 
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OVERTHRUST  BELT 
SPECIAL  WILDERNESS  INVENTORY 

AZ- 1-121 

Hecfs  Hole 


Arizona  Strip  District 


WILDERNESS  INVENTORY 
WILDERNESS  SUMMARY  SHEET 


/ 


I.  LOCATION 

Inventory  Unit  No.  (areas  or  island,  grouping  of  areas  or  islands): 

1-121  

Areas/Island  Name:  Hecs  Hole 

Arizona  Strip State:  Arizona 


II.  SUMMARY 

Results  of  wilderness  characteristics  analysis. 

1.  Does  the  area  or  island  appear  to  be  natural? 

2.  Does  the  area  or  island  offer  outstanding 
opportunities  for  solitude  or  a primitive 
and  unconfined  type  recreation? 

3.  Does  the  area  meet  any  of  the  size 
requirements? 

4.  Does  the  area  or  island  have  any  supplemental 
values? 

Resulting  map 

Attach  a map  showing  inventory  unit,  roads,  area  with  possibility  of 
returning  to  a natural  state,  recommended  boundary  of  wilderness  study 
area  (WSA) . 


III.  RECOMMENDATION 
Check  one 

Area  or  Island  should  be  approved  as  a WSA. 

" X , 

Area  or  island  does  not  qualify  for  wilderness  study. 

A portion  of  the  area(s)  or  island (s)  should  be  approved  as  a WSA 

for  further  study  and  reported  to  the  President.  The  restrictions 
imposed  by  Section  603  will  no  longer  apply  (reference  to  map)  on 
the  remainder  of  the  area. 


B. 


K, 

yes  X 

__  no 

X 

_ yes  __ 

__  no 

X 

yes 

_ no 

X 

_ yes  _____ 

_ no 

IV.  APPROVAL 
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/ 


UNIT  NO.  1-121'  

NAME  OF  AREA  Hecs  Hole 

Explain  by  a concise  narrative  the  following  essential  wilderness  characteristics 
(lor  guidance  see  text  in  the  Wilderness  Inventory  Handbook): 

1.  SIZE 

Narrative 


Hecs  Hole  contains  20,045  acres  of  Bureau  of  Land  Management  land.  No 
state  or  patented  lands  are  present.  This  unit  is  contiguous  with  the 
Las  Vegas,  Nevada,  BLM  District,  Virgin  Peak  Inventory  Unit  (No.  NV-050-0222) . 
This  Virgin  Peak  unit  is  29,775  "acres  and  contains  the  Virgin  Mountain 
Natural  Area.  The  Las  Vegas  District  has  recommended  in  their  intensive 
inventory  that  the  Virgin  Peak  Inventory  Unit  be  dropped  from  further 
wilderness  consideration.  Because  of  this  recommendation,  Nevada  BLM 
lands  contiguous  to  the  Hecs  Hole  unit  will  not  be  considered  in  this 
report. 


The  Arizona  Strip  District  intensive  inventory  review  located  three  addi- 
tional roads  that  divide  the  Hecs  Hole  unit  into  four  separate  segments 
(see  map).  The  acreages  of  these  segments  are  as  follows? 

1.  2,591 

2.  3,867 

3.  12,802 

4.  785 

Both  the  size  and  location  of  the  boundaries  makes  the  12,802  acre  segment 
a potential  area  for  wilderness  preservation.  The  other  three  segments 
lack  the  necessary  5,000  acres. 


Summary.  1.  Does  the  area  have  at  least  5,000  acres  of  contiguous  land  and 
is  It  of  sufficient  size  to  make  practicable  its  preservation 
and  use  in  an  unimpaired  condition? 

(^ES)  NO  (circle  one) 


SIGNATURE: 


Does  the  Island  have  sufficient  size  to  make  practicable  its 
preservation  and  use  in  an  unimpaired  condition? 


YES 


NO 


f 


(circle  one) 


(Who  did  analysis  and  when) 


DATE: 


7-10-99 
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UNIT  NO.  1-121 


2.  NATURALNESS 
Narrative 

This  unit  has  not  been  left  untrammeled  by  man  and  his  activities.  There 
are  many  intrusions  into  the  unit.  These  intrusions  include  livestock 
facilities,  developed  springs,  pipelines,  and  miles  of  roads  and  trails. 
Since  these  intrusions  are  numerous  and  spread  throughout  the  unit,  they 
represent  a significant  and  noticeable  impact  upon  the  unit.  The  unit 
cannot  be  considered  to  be  in  a pristine  condition.  The  intrusions  are 
listed  below  and  are  identified  on  this  unit’s  map. 

Intrusions 

A.  Road,  pipeline,  spring,  and'  4-wheel  drive  trails  in  T.  38N.,  R.  16  W. , 
Sections  17,  20,  and  29.  The  road  and  pipeline- begin  on  the  unit's 
northern  boundary.  Lime  Kiln  Road,  approximately  3/4  mile  from  the 
Nevada  State  line.  The  road  and  pipeline  run  south  for  approximately 

3 miles  to  Middle  Spring.  There  is  one  4-wheel  drive  trail  that  runs 
into  Nevada  and  one  trail  that  runs  south  of  the  spring. 

B.  Spring,  pipeline,  and  tank  in  T.  38  N.,  R.  16  W. , Sections  28,  27,  21, 
and  16.  The  spring,  tank,  and  pipeline  are  alongside  of  the  Lime  Kiln 
Road.  The  pipeline  runs  for  approximately  2 miles. 

C.  Old  mining  trails  and  mine  shafts  in  T.  28  N.,  R.  16  W.  , Sec.  28. 

There  are  several  old  trails  that  depart  from  the  main  boundary  road. 

D.  Pipeline,  tank,  and  four-wheel  drive  trail  in  T.  38  N.»  R.  16  W., 

Sec.  33.  A two  and  one-half  mile  trail  winds  into  T.  37  N.  , R.  16  W.  , 
Sec.  4,  NWNW,  Sec.  5,  SE,  and  Sec.  8,  NE.  This  trail  connects  with 
the  road  described  in  G. 

E.  Dirt  tanks,  road,  and  four-wheel  drive  trails  in  T.  37  N.,  R.  16  W. , 
Sections  10,  11,  12,  14,  and  15.  The  road  intersects  the  main  boundary 
road  and  runs  west  for  approximately  Ik  miles  to  the  Red  Pockets  tanks. 
A four-wheel  drive  trail  extends  south  past  the  tanks  to  a road  leading 
to  Hecs  Hole  spring. 

t'F.  Four-wheel  drive  trail  in  T.  37  N.,  R.  16  W. , Sections  12,  13,  and  23. 

G.  Spring,  corral,  pipeline,  road,  and  four-wheel  drive  trail  in  T.  37  N.  , 
R.  16  W. , Sections  27,  26,  22,  15,  16,  and  9.  The  road  begins  in 

Sec.  26  and  continues  west  1 mile  and  then  north  3 miles  to  Hecs  Hole 
spring  and  corral.  The  pipeline  is  located  at  the  spring. 

H.  Road,  springs,  corral,  and  abandoned  shack  in  T.  37  N. , R.  16  W. , 
Sections  34  and  27.  The  one  mile  long  road  begins  at  white  saddle 
spring  (Sec.  34,  NWNE)  and  ends  in  Sec.  27,  NWNW. 

Summary:  Does  the  area  or  island  generally  appear  to  have  been  affected 

primarily  by  the  forces  of  nature,  with  the  imprint  of  man’s  work 
substantially  unnoticeable? 


YES 

<£0) 

(circle  one) 

SIGNATURE: 

(U. 
/ / 

l4  fUL 

DATE: 

F vtO 
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UNIT  NO. 

NATURALNESS 
Narrative  (Continued) 


I.  Red  Rock  Spring  in  T.  36  N.  , R.  16  W.  , Section  5,  SEh  NE^;. 

J.  Administrative  site  in  T.  36  N. , R.  16  W. , Section  7.  The  administrative 

site  is  a small  one-room  building  used  for  temporary  quarters  and  as  a 
fare  lookout.  The  building  is  approximately  .2  miles  west  of  the 
boundary  road. 

K.  Road,  corral,  spring,  and  trail  in  T.  37  N. , R.  16  W.,  Sections  33  and 

29.  The  road  begins  in  Section  4,  T.  36  N. , R.  16  W. , and  runs  northwest 

for  approximately  2 h miles  to  North  Water  Spring.  The  corral  is  located 
at  the  spring.  The  trail  is  3/4  miles  long  and  is  located  in  T.  37  N., 

R.  16  Wo,  Sec.  32  and  33. 

L.  Road,  corral,  2 catchments,  and  spring  in  T.  37  N. , R.  16  W. , Sec.  17, 

20,  21,  and  28.  This  three  mile  long  road  begins  at  a catchment  in 

T.  37  N»,  R«  16  W.,  Sec.  28,  NENE,  and  ends  at  a corral,  spring,  and 
catchment  in  T.  37  N. , R.  16  W. , Sec.  17,  NWSW. 
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UNIT  NO.  1-121 


3.  OUTSTANDING  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  SOLITUDE  OR  A PRIMITIVE  AND  UNCONFINED 
RECREATION  ANALYSIS 

A.  SOLITUDE 

Narrative 

The  12,802  acre  north  segment  of  this  unit  provides  aa.  outstanding 
opportunity  to  avoid  the  sights,  sounds,  and  evidence  of  other  people. 

This  opportunity  for  solitude  is  a result  of  unit  size  and  natural 
screening. 

The  19  square  mile  north  segment  of  this  unit  is  8h  miles  long  and  4*s  miles 
wide.  This  large  unit  size  allows  for  the  necessary  dispersal  of  visitors 
to  achieve  an  overall  outstanding  potential  for  solitude.*' 

This  north  segment  also  contains  the  necessary  amounts  of  natural 
screening  to  allow  for  seclusion  and  solitude.  This  natural  screening 
is  a function  of  rugged  topography  and  dense  vegetation. 

The  topography  of  this  segment  consists  of  the  east  slope  of  the  Virgin 
Mountains.  The  overall  vertical  relief  is  3,558  feet.  Six  distinct 
ridge  systems  and  five  canyons  combine  with  large  rock  outcrops,  boulders, 
rolling  hills,  and  arroyos  to  provide  the  necessary  screening  for 
outstanding  solitude. 

Outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  are  further  enhanced  by  vegetative 
screening.  The  majority  of  this  segment  is  covered  by  pinyon- juniper 
stands.  These  stands  have  the  height  and  density  to  provide  for  outstandin 
solitude  and  seclusion.  A few  open  areas  do  exist  on  the  eastern  edge 
of  the  unit  but  their  small  sizes  do  not  significantly  detract  from  an 
overall  excellent  opportunity  for  solitude. 


Summary:  Does  the  area  have  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude? 


SIGNATURE: 


NO  (circle  one) 


7 Q - 99 


DATE: 


UNIT  NO 


1-121 


B.  PRIMITIVE  AI7D  UNCONFINED  RECREATION 
Narrative 


The  13,587  acre  north  segment  of  this  unit  provides  an  outstanding 
opportunity  for  hiking  and  backpacking.  Traveling  from  the  lower 
elevation  flats  of  Hecs  Hole  to  the  top  of  the  Virgin  Mountains  gives 
the  hiker  an  opportunity  to  experience  a variety  of  environments,  topo- 
graphic features,  scenic  views,  and  physical  challenges.  The  component 
plant  communities  range  from  the  Joshua  tree,  creosote,  and  yucca 
community,  up  to  the  pinyon- juniper , blackbrush,  and  cliff rose  community 
on  the  Virgin  Mountains.  Topographic  features  include  broad  alluvial 
slopes,  large  sandstone  outcrops,  shallow  canyons,  limestone  hogbacks, 
and  rugged  mountain  slopes. • Excellent  scenic  views,  both  "within  the  unit 
and  panoramas  of  the  outlying  country,  are  provided.  The  sweeping 
panorama  from  the  top  of  the  Virgin  Peak  Ridge  provides  a magnificant 
view  of  the  outlying  deserts  and  mountains.  Finally,  many  challenges 
in  back  country  travel  are  experienced  by  the  hiker.  Included  in  these 
challenges  are  the  steep,  rugged  terrain,  thick  vegetation,  and  temper- 
ature extremes. 


Summary : Does  the  area  have  outstanding  opportunities  for  a primitive  and 

uneoaflned  type  of  recreation? 


NO 


(circle  one) 


SIGNATURE: 


DATE:  7,  - / O - 9. <7 


UNIT  NO.  1-121 


4.  SUPPLEMENTAL  VALUES 


Narrative 


The  north  section  of  this  unit  contains  part  of  the  scenic  Virgin  Mountains. 
The  Virgin  Peak  Ridge  reaches  an  elevation  of  6,650  feet.  Pinyon- juniper 
forests,  exposed  rock  formations,  rugged  topography,  and  springs  characterize 
this  area.  No  other  significant  supplemental  values  are  known  to  exist  in 
this  unit. 


Summary:  Does  the  area  contain  ecological,  geological,  or  other  features 

or  scientific,  educational,  scenic,  or  historical  value? 


NO 


(circle  one) 


SIGNATURE: 


'IL. 


DATE: 


? - /?  • OQ 


UNIT  NO.  1-121 


5.  POSSIBILITY  OF  CERTAIN  AREAS  RETURNING  TO  A NATURAL  CONDITION 
Narrative 


All  the  identified  areas  of  man’s  impacts  are  listed  as  intrusions  under 
Section  2,  Naturalness.  The  intrusions  are  primarily  roads  and  livestock 
facilities.  There  are  approximately  16.5  miles  of  road  laced  throughout 
the  unit.  The  cumulative  effect  of  these  roads  impairs  the  naturalness 
of  the  unit.  These  roads  cannot  be  removed  or  left  to  return  to  a natural 
condition.  Therefore,  all  the  intrusions  or  impacted  areas  cannot  be 
expected  to  return  to  a natural  state. 


Summary:  If  the  area  or  island  were  to  become  a wilderness  area,  could  the 

imprint  of  maa*e  work  be  reduced  by  either  natural  processes  or 
by  band  labor  to  a level  judged  to  be  substantially  unnoticeable? 


SIGNATURE: 


DATE: 
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j|g  INTEkMOUNTAIN  EXPLORATION  COMPANY 
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JUL  2 5 1979 


LAG  VEGAS 
DISTRICT  OFFICE 
Las  Vegas,  Nevada 


P.O.  Box  473 

Boulder  City,  Nevada  89005 
(702)  293-1098 

July  23,  1979 


Bureau  of  Land  Management 
P.0.  Box  5400 

Las  Vegas,  Nevada  89102  Wilderness  Study  Area 

—N-V-0 511^0222  A- 

Gentlemen^ 


Our  Company  owns  two  claim  groups,  the  Great  Eastern 

and  Easy  claims  in  the  Bunkerville  Mining  District . 

* 

We  protest  the  designation  of  part  of  this  mining 
district  as  a wilderness  study  area.  It  is  an  old  mining 
district  with  a history  of  mining  for  about  80  years. 
Mineralization  of  nickel-copper-platinum  sulfides  occurs 
in  a belt  of  Precambrian  metamorphic  rock  along  a mineral 
belt  about  five  miles  long. 

The  area  is  crossed  by  many  roads , disturbed  by  numerous 
old  mine  prospects  and  definitely  shows  the  effects  of  the  works 
of  man.  The  area  lacks  the  conditions  of  solitude  necessary 
for  the  wilderness  experience. 


We  enclose  maps  showing  the  relation  of  mining  claims 
and  mineralization  to  the  boundary  of  the  proposed  wilderness 
study  area,  roads  and  prospects  in  the  area. 


RVW : tag 
Enclosures 


Very  truly  yours , 


—if  - 


i 

» 


D.  Areo  olreody  inventoried  under  speciol  project  instruction  meeting 
wilderness  study  oreo  criterio. 

C Designoled  Noturol  Areo. 

F.  Other  Federal  agency  administratively  endorsed  wilderness  proposal 
or  further  study  proposal  (All  ogencies.) 


NOTE;  The  information  contained  on  this  map  was  compiled  from  ejist* 
Ing  knowledge  with  minor  field  validation  Field  inventories  will 
occur  during  ond  after  this  initiol  public  review  period 
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'Corporation  Exploration  Department  • 3007  South  West  Temple.  Suita  H,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  84113 

C6CHJ  487-1515 


July  23,  1979 


Mr.  David  Harman,  Wilderness  Coordinator 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 

Room  3008  Federal  Building 

300  Booth  Street 

Reno,  NV  89509 

Dear  Mr.  Harman: 

We  have  made  a careful  review  of  the  BLM  lands  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Nevada  which  you  have  recommended  for  further  inventory  as  wilderness  areas. 
We  are  appalled  by  the  number  of  small-,  inconsequential,  ordinary  areas 
which  you  are  willing  to  consider  for  wilderness.  It  seems  to  us  that 
this  program  is  bent  on  downgrading  the  standards  for  a wilderness  as 
defined  by  Congress,  and  neglecting  the  usefulness  of  these  lands  in 
other  categories. 

In  the  short  time  alloted  for  comment,  we  were  able  to  review  only 
the  i29  inventory  units  situated  east  of  Ely,  Nevada.  This  is  about 
one-sixth  of  the  total  area  in  the  State.  We  assume  that  the  same 
standards  on  the  part  of  the  BLM  were  used  throughout  the  state  and  that 
these  general  comments  and  suggestions  are.  applicable  to  all  of  Nevada. 
Enclosed  are  comments  on  the  wilderness  characteristics  of  each  of  the 
129  units  we  reviewed. 


Roadlessness 


A review  of  local  7 1/2'  quadrangle  maps  indicate  that  of  the  129 
inventory  units,  95  contain  improved  roads.  Only  five  of  these  roadless 
areas  have  sufficient  additional  wilderness  characteristics  to  merit 
further  study.  The  balance  of  them  escape  disqualification  simply  by 
having  their  boundaries  defined  by  the  network  of  roads  in  the  area. 

Congress  declares  that  a wilderness  area  must  by  "roadless,  and  of  sufficient 
continuity  and  extent  to  provide  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  or 
recreation."  It  is  a blatant  perversion  of  the  true  intent  of  Congress 
to  chop  a large  area  into  many  small  contiguous  areas  because  there  are 
roads  through  it!  Examples  of  this  procedure  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Nevada  are : 


NV-0 10-060, 

061, 

062, 

163, 

164, 

165, 

166, 

167, 

168, 

170 

174, 

175, 

176 

NV-010-032 , 

049, 

050, 

052, 

053, 

054, 

058, 

060, 

061, 

062 

NV-040-084 , 

085, 

107, 

109, 

110, 

185, 

203, 

204, 

233, 

235 

NV-050-0220.,  0221,  0222 . 0223,  0231,  0232,  0233,  0235,  0236, 
023? 
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Naturalness 


Congress  describes  a wilderness  area  as  being  "pristine,  and  sub- 
stantially lacking  the  evidence  of  man's  work."  This  means  that  areas 
used  by  working  ranches  (having  fences,  watertanks  and  line  shacks  on 
then)  do  not  meet  this  wilderness  criterion.  We  note  and  point  out  to  you 
that  areas  NV-040-070,  077,  078,  079,  085,  086,  100,  107,  109  are  used  as 
ranch  land. 

Areas  which  are  actively  being  mined  also  lack  pristine  quality  and 
do  not  qualify  as  wilderness  areas.  Examples  are: 

NV-040-100  Lincoln  Mining  District 

NV-040-123  Ward  Mining  District 

NV-050-0220 , 0221,  0222 . 0223,  0225,  0226,  0231,  0232,  0233, 

0235,  0236,  0238  Copper  King  and  Gold  Butte  Mining  Districts 

In  the  case  of  the  last  group,  some  of  the  more  heavily  mined  areas 
have  been  isolated  and  surrounded  by  proposed  wilderness  areas-.  This 
leaves  small  pods  of  private  land  enclosed  by  "wilderness  area."  That 
is  another  misinterpretation  of  Congressional  intent  since  the  activity  in 
the  mined  area  nullifies  pristine  quality  of  the  adjacent  inventory  unit. 

Size  and  Continuity 

Small  "roadless"  tracts  of  land  which  are  separated  by  roads  are  not 
"of  sufficient  size  and  continuity  to  provide  outstanding  opportunities 
for  solitude  or  recreation."  Therefore,  these  units  should  be  disqualified 
from  further  inventory. 

In  addition,  a study  area  which  may  border  other  study  areas  or 
National  Forest  land  axe  not  exempt  from  having  to  meet  the  wilderness 
criteria.  We  find  three  groups  of  such  "parasite  areas"  which  appear  to 
have  been  recommended  for  intensive  inventory  because  of  their  qualities 
as  "buffer  zones"  rather  than  for  their  qualities  as  wilderness  areas. 

This  has  resulted  in  invariably  small,  elongate,  misshapen  inventory  units. 
Examples  are : 

NV-040-084,  085,  086  around  Humboldt  National  Forest  in  the 
northern  Snake  Range 

NV-050-016,  0201,  0216,  0217,  04R-1S,  0411  neighboring  the  Nellis 
Air  Force  Base  and  Gunnery  Range  and  the  Desert  National 
Wildlife  Refuge 

NV-040-100,  lOOf,  107,  108,  110-184,  185  around  the  Humboldt 
National  Forest  in  the  southern  Snake  Range 


( 


( 


s 


Outstanding  Opportunity  for  Solitude  or 
Primitive  and  Unconfined  Type  of  Recreation 

This  is  the  most  decisive  wilderness  criteria  that  study  areas  must 
meet.  We  are  surprised  to  see  so  much  of  Nevada  being  proposed  for  wilder- 
ness study,  since  the  ordinary  countryside  in  Nevada  falls  far  below  the 
standards  for  recreational  potential  in  the  western  states  as  a whole.  The 
Nevada  BLM  should  be  exceptionally  discriminating  in  selecting  outstanding 
areas  in  terms  of  topography  and  vegetation  and  availability  of  water. 
Otherwise,  lands  may  be  withdrawn  and  wasted  when  placed  under  wilderness 
management. 

We  were  able  to  fijjid  only  two  areas  out  of  the  129  units  we  reviewed 
which  seem  to  have  all  of  the  required  wilderness  characteristics  and  are 
suited  for  further  inventory.  They  are  NV-050-01^6  and.  0JL6JL  Even  these 
must  be  carefully  appraised  for  their  outstanding  qualities  before  they 
are  classed  as  wilderness. 

We  urge  great  discrimination  in  this  program  so  that  the  ultimate 
result  will  be  a few,  large,  outstanding  wilderness  areas  which  can  be 
carefully  managed  and  of  which  Nevada  can  be  proud. 


CFA/so 

enclosures 

ce:  with  enclosures 

Senator  Howard  W.  Cannon 
Senator  Paul  Laxalt 
RWL/WJW/AMH 
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INITIAL  INVENTORY  NEVADA  BLM  INITIAL 

PUBLIC  COMMENT  FORM  WILDERNESS  INVENTORY 


Name^T^I-e.ef  & J?3no£rL 

Address^ 


gna.. 


WJa  <5*9  £22 


Representing  any  GroupTWircpm'a  IZrLf.pth'annf  (v?n\  <sncl  M.’neRa/  Soc.iv.iies 


Bufjl.'c.  A^.'^6aY,  Gsmmi'ffee 

ifeno  <?etn  <gncj  Society 

For  the  purposes  of  our  wilderness  inventory,  wilderness 'characteristics  as 
identified  and  outlined  by  Congress  are' 


1)  Roadlessness:  2) 

"The  word  ‘ roadless ‘refers  to 
the  absence  of  roads  which  have 
been  improved  and  maintained  by 
mechanical  means  to  insure  rela- 
tively  regular  and  continuous 
use-  A way  maintained  solely 
by  the  passage  of  vehicles  does 
not  constitute  a road." 


Size: 

a)  5,000  acres  or  more  of  public  Und. 

b)  Less  than  5,000  acres  but  are 
of  unique  character  and  are  of 
sufficient  size  suitable  for 
wilderness  management. 

c)  Are  contiguous  to  other  federally 
managed  acreage  determined  to  have 
wilderness  values. 


3}  Naturalness:  4) 

“...generally  appears  to  have 
been  affected  primarily  by 
forces  of  nature  with  the  ' 
imprint  of  man's  work’  sub- 
stantially  unnoticeable." 


Solitude  or  a Primitive  and  Unconfined 
Type  of  Recreation: 

"...has  outstanding  opportunities 
for  solitude  or  a primitive  and 
unconfined  type  of  recreation." 


Do  you  think  this  area  has  wilderness  characteristics? 


Why  or  why  not?  Please  be  specific  and  address  the  presence  or  absence  of 
the  characteristics  outlined  above.  The  back  of  this  sheet  lists  those 
characteristics  with  room  for  your  comments.  If  you  need  to  point  out  a 
particular  location,  please  do  so  on  a map.  BLM  maps  are  available  for  all 
public  land  areas  in  the  state. 


AtS~P  /; 

13 rT)f  n-es  U-Secf  by  K, 

l\con4‘  AffliutL3.(n<zss 

e-efced  in  TW  ate  , 


Loonc 
mules  yn^e 


(PLEASE  CONTINUE  TO  BACK  OF  SHEET)  ''D 


f Sy  /e_s 

oo nqj . 

SV/tt  3nc/ 

a ec/  <3R«-  ^/uancec/  Xam /enfoizv 

JACK  OF  SHEET)  ''D  I , . ' 
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NATURALNESS 

" . . generally  appears  to  have  been  affected  primarily  by  the  forces  of  nature  with  the  imprint  of 
man's  work  substantially  unnoticeable  ..." 

Wilderness  Act  — 1 964 

You  can  help  by  telling  us  the  location  on  a map  and  the  size  of  manmade  improvements  (physical 
structures)  associated  with  uses  such  as: 

Mines  Reservoirs  Towers 

Cabins  Check  Dams  Other 

Fences  Building 

and  improvements  associated  with  existing  uses,  such  as:  \ 

Leases,  when  surface  disturbance  has  occurred  or  is  occurring 
(i.en  grazing,  oil  and  gas,  geothermal,  coal,  etc.) 

Rights-Of-Way  _ 

(i.en  railroads,  ditches,  powerlines,  pipelines,  telephones) 


i Vegetative  manipulations,  such  as: 

i 

Reseeding 

Spraying 

Chaining 

i 

, Other  existing  uses  such  as: 

Christmas  Tree  Cutting 
Livestock  Operations 


Range  Improvements 

Watershed  (planting  grass,  soil  stabilization) 
Other 


ROckhounding  ORV 

Other 


If  you  think  the  area  lacks  naturalness,  but  otherwise  contains  wilderness 
characteristics,  it  may  be  considered  for  further  study  when  it  is  reasonable 
to  expect  the  imprint  of  man’s  work  to  return  or  be  returned  to  a substantially 
unnoticeable  level  either  by  natural  processes  or  by  hand  labor.  Lands  where 
imprints  of  man’s  work  require  artificial  rehabilitation  by  use  of  power 
machinery  to  return  them  to  a natural  condition,  except  litter  collection  and 
removal,  will  not'  be  considered  as  meeting  the  wilderness  characteristics 
criteria. 


Does  this  area,  in  your  opinion^fi^  this  description?  Please  explain  why. 


Why  and  how  do  you  think  it  can  be  rehabilitated? 
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Federal  Building 
3Q0  3ooth  Street;  Roan 
Reno,  Nevada  39509 


INITIAL  INVENTORY 
PU3LIC  COMMENT  FORM 


NEVADA  BLM  INITIAL 
WILDERNESS  INVENTORY 


Name 


tx\JU  • 1 '-t  - - -Or.'.  - y 


Address 


ilsnOt  N3vo»3 


UNIT  NUMBER  M/-<fiS~<g- 
NAME 


Representing  any  Group, 


For  the  purposes  of  our  wilderness  Inventory,  wilderness  characteristics  as 
identified  and  outlined  by  Congress  are i ^ 


T)  Road! ess ness: 


"The  wordr  1 roadl  ess1  refers  to:  — - 
the  absence  of  roads  which  have 
beerr  improved  and:  maintained  by 
mechanical  means  to  insure  rela- 
tively regul a r and  continuous 
use..  A way  maintained  solely-  ; 
by-  the  passage  of  vehicles  does 
not:  constitute  a_.  road Jr  ; . f 


Z)  Size: 

—a)  5-,QG0  acres,  or  more  of  public  la 
b)  Less  than  5,000  acres  but  are 
* - of  unique  character  and  are  of 

sufficient  size  suitable  for 
wilderness  management. 

•v  c)  Are  contiguous  to  other  federall 
>•  managed  acreage  determined  to  ha 
• - ' wi Tderness  values - 


3)  Natural  ness  z..  ' " •>  -T,’::  - - - 4-}  Solitude  or  a Primitive  and  Unconfi 

"■...generally  appears  to  have  Type  of  Recreation t 

been  affected  primarily  by  "...has  outstanding  opportunities 

forces  of  nature  with  the  j for  solitude  or  a primitive  and 

imprint  of  man's  work-  sub-  • * unconfined  type  of  recreation." 

stantially  unnoticeable."  : 


Do  you  think  this  area  has  wilderness  characteristics? 


Why  or  why  not?  Please  be  specific  and*  address  the  presence- or  absence  of 
the  characteristics  outlined  above.  The  bach  of  this  sheet  lists  those 
characteristics  with  room  for  your  comments.  If  you  need  to  point  out  a 
particular  location-,  please  do  so  on  a map.  BLM  maps  are  available  for  all 
public  land  areas  in  the  state- 

"7 To  <p  a.  2>  _ r*..* w 1 

yy,  Iul  /rS  -70  £ 5 2-h  2-  2- ^ 

e /e  •Qcpl  O „■ 

pul^f  * icJc&l 
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Victory  -Are* 

Las*  Vega 8,  Nevada  89121 
M ,t  15,  1979 


Mr.  John  Boyles,  District  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
4765  Vegas  Drive  „ . • 

Las  Vegas,  rNeyada.-'. 

S'’’*’1  . » ■ o 

jL'.'O  ••••  ' Subjects 


Dear  John: 


Oi-'f- 

Jv*PV 


Wilderness  Inventory  on 
Overthrust  Belt 


Regarding  your  special  wilderness  inventory  on  the  Overthrust  Belt, 
I fully  concur  in  the  Bureau* s findings  that  33  of  the  original  46 
roadless  units  do  not  meet  wilderness  standard's  and  that  the  1*65 
million  acres  involved  be  immediately  released  from  any  further  wilder- 
ness consideration* 

Of  the  13  remaining  units  I agree  that  portions  of  three  units  — 
Grapevine  Spring,  Meadow  Valley  Range,  and  Mormon  Mountains  - are 
worthy  of  further  study,  but  the  non-qualifying  portions  should  be 
immediately  released* 

The  other  ten  units  which  you  are  recommending  for  wilderness  study 
areas,  solely  on  the  basis  that  they  abut  the  Desert  National  Wildlife 
Rang©  or  the  Lake  Mead  National  Recreation  Area,  do  not  really  qualify 
or  meet  the  standards  for  wilderness  designation*  While  there  may  be 
some  legal  basis  for  your  recommendation,  I am  opposed  t©  WSA  design 
nation  solely  on  the  basis  of  contiguity*  This  is  likely  to  result 
in  these  areas  being  held  in  a state  of  limb©  for  years  to  come*  I 
therefor©  urge  that  all  areas  that  really  do  not  qualify  in  themselves 
b©  released  from  further  wilderness  consideration* 

Thank  you  for  this  opportunity  to  coament* 
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Henry  Peck 

554  Bookwalter 

New  Carlisle,  Ohio,  45544 


Hl/I 
J ^ 


August  15,  1 979 


The  Honorable  Cecil  Andrus , Secretary 
Department  of  the  Interior 
Washington*  D.C.,  2024 9 

Dear  Mr.  Andrus: 

The  following  land  units  in  Nevada,  which  have  been  listed  according  to  the 
.Nevada  Bureau  of  Land  Management  'wilderness  Bulletin  of  25  July  1979,  should  be  retained 
into  consideration  for  wilderness  status  and  kept  so,  regardless  of  the  impact  nan  has 
made  on  them  and  how  much  it  would  cost  in  time  cr  money  to  remove  all  traces  of 
human  activity*  The  fact  that  the  lay  of  the  land  and  ve fetation  apparently  give 
little  solitude  is  also  irrelevant.  Excessively  strict  criteria  are  used  here  to 
disqualify  these  land  units  from  wilderness  status*  Why  should  not  man  just  back  off 
and  let  nature  take  her  own  course  in  "rehabilitating®  these  land  units  back  to  wilder- 
ness status?  There  seem  to  be  jfome  inconsistencies  in  the  descriptions  of  these 
land  units  and  recommendations  for  the  retention  or  ncnretention  of  wilderness  status, 
i*e.,  certain  of  the  units  are  described  as  having  some  ? natural"  areas,  where  one  may 
or  may  not  be  visible  from  the  roads,  but  the  unit  i 3 not  recommended  to  be  retained 
as  wilderness,  whereas  another  unit  is  natural,  surrounded  by  roads,  and  persons  in 
the  area  night  even  be  seen  in  it,  but  that  unit  jls  recommended  for  wilderness  statu*:* 
My  reasons  for  wilderness  retention  for  all  units  is  that  we  industrialised,  urban- 
dominated  hitmans  have  messed  up  our  environment  too  such,  and  it  is  long  past  the  time 
for  backing  off,  easing  off  development,  and  leaving  ecological  systems  intact. 

The  units  are  as  follows: 


117-050-0118 
117-050-0121 
117-050-0122 
117-050-01 25 
117-050-0124 
II7-050-CI25 
117-050-0156 
117-050-01 57 
117-050-0159 
ITV-050-0145 
:jv-05o-oi44 
117-050-0-145 
••<7-050-0  i£6 


Big  Hogback 
Qak  fell 
Blue  2-k>untain 
Choke cherry  Canycn 
Teepee  Hocks 
Ash  Canyon 

Delmar  Mountains  North 
Clover  2-buntains 
Grapevine  Spring 
Doc*c  Pass 
Jack*s  Mountain 
Central  De Imar  Mountains 
Meadow  Valley  Range 
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57-0.50-0157  ( 

127-050-0  1 59 

uv-050-0161  • . 

57-050-0162 

1;7  -G5O-OI 65 

2i7-050-0l64 

RV— OyO— 0 1 Co. 

227-050-0220 
177-050-0221 
117-050-0222 
liY-050-02 25 
K7-050-0224 
II7-O5O-O225 
117-050-0226 

r H7-050-0250 

117-050-0251 
137-050-0252 
217-050-0255 
157-050-0255 
NV-0  5O-O256 

117-050-0253  ' 

117-050-0411 

117-050-0412 

177-050-0422 

157-050-0425 

57-050^D425 

117-050-0453 

177-050-0440 

57-050-0441 

N7-050-0447 

57-C50-04R-15 

Thank  you  for  your  attention?® 


Dodge  Poclod3  \ T' 

Lins  Mountain 

Mormon  Mountains 

San1  a Camp  Wash 

South  Fork 

nasi;  Mormon  Itountains 
Tunnel  Spring 
31ack  Ridge 
Government  Spring 
Virgin  Peak 
Billy  Goat  Peak 
Whitney  Pockets  West 
Hartman  Tank 
North  liuddys 
Buffington  Pockets 
Line  Canyon 
Tramp  Ridge 
Million  Hills 
Garnett  Butte 
Jumbo  Springs 
Bone 111  Peak 
Quail  Springs 
La  Kadre  Mountains 
River  Mountains 
Eldorado 

North0  McCullough  Range 
Bird  Spring  Range 
Sumit"  Springs 
Piute  Talley 
Christmas  Tree  Pass 
Nellis 


Sincerely  your 3, 


Henry  Peck 
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henry  peck 

5 34  BOO KW ALTER 

NEW  CARLISLE,  OHIO,  L 


13  AUGUST  1979 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OP  THE  INTERIOR 

BUREAU  OF  LAND  MANAGEMENT 

ROOM  3008  FEDERAL  BUILDING 

300  BOOTH  STREET 

RENO,  NEVADA,  89509 

DEAR  SIRS: 

THE  FOLLOWING  LAND  UNITS  IN'  NEVADA,  WHICH  HAVE  BEEN  LISTED 
ACCORDING  TO  THE  NEV  ADA  3LM  WILDERNESS  BULLETIN  OF  25  JULY  1979, 
SHOULD  ALL  BE  RETAINED  INTO  CONSIDERATION  FOR  WILDERNESS  STATUS  A 
KEPT  SO,  REGARDLESS  OF  THE  IMPACT  MAN  HAS  MADE  ON  THEM  AND  HOW 
MUCH  IT  WOULD  COST  IN  TIME  OR  MONEY  TO  REMOVE  ALL  TRACES  OF  HUMAN 
ACTIVITY.  THE  FACT  THAT  THE  LAY  OF  THE  LAND  AND  VEGETATION 
APPARENTLY  GIVE  LITTLE  SOLITUDE  IS  ALSO  IRRELEVANT.  EXCESSIVELY 
STRICT  CRITERIA  ARc  USED  HERE  TO  DISQUALIFY  THESE  LAND  UNITS  FROM 
WILDERNESS  STATUS.  WHY  SHOULD  NOT  MAN  JUST  BACK  OFF  AND*  LET 
NATURE  TAKE  HER  OWN  COURSE  IN  "REHAB  I LITA7ING"  THESE  LAND  UNITS 
BACK  TO  WILDERNESS  STATUS?  THERE  SEEM  TO  BE  SOME  INCGNS ISTENCIES 
IN  THE  DESCRIPTIONS  OF  THESE  LAND  UNITS  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR 
THE  RETENTION  OR  NONRETENTION  OF  WILDERNESS  STATUS,  I.E.,  CERTAIN 
OF  THE  UNITS  ARE  DESCRIBED  AS  HAVING  SOME  "NATURAL”  AREAS,  WHERE 
CnE  MAY  OR  MAY  NOT  3E  VISIBLE  FROM  THE  ROADS,  BUT  THE  UNIT  IS  NOT 
RECOMMENDED  TO  BE  RETAINED  WILDERNESS,  WHEREAS  ANOTHER  UNIT  IS 
NATURAL,  SURROUNDED  BY  ROADS,  AND  PERSONS  IN  THE  AREA  MIGHT  EVEN 
SEEN  IN  IT,  BUT  THIS  UNIT  I_S  RECOMMENDED  FOR  WILDERNESS  STATUS. 

MY  REASONS  FOR  WILDERNESS  RETENTION  FOR  ALL  UNITS  IS  THAT  WE  INDU 
TRIALIZED,  URBAN-DOMINATED  HUMANS  HAVE  MESSED  UP  OUR  ENVIRONMENT 
TOO  MUCY,  AND  IT  IS  LONG  PAST  THE  TIME  FOR  BACKING  OFF,  EASING  OF 
DEVELOPMENT,  AND  LEAVING  ECOLOGICAL  SYSTEMS  INTACT. 


THE  UNITS  ARE  AS  FOLLOWS: 


NV-05  0-0 118 
N V -050-0121 
NV-0  50-0 122 
NV-050-0 123 
N V -050-0124 


BIG  H0G8ACK 
OAK  WELL 
BLUE  MOUNTAIN 
CHOKtCHERRY  CANYON 
TEEPEE  ROCKS 
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N V -050-0125 
NV - 0 5 0 - 0 1 3 6 
N V — 0 5 0 — 0 137 
NV-0  50-0 13  9 
NV-050-0143 
NV-050-0144 
NV-050-0145 
NV-0  50-0158 
NV-0 5 0-0 157 
NV-050-01 59 
NV-050-0161 
NV-0 50-016  2 
NV-0  50-0 163 
N V -050-0164 
NV-050-0 166 
NV-0  50-0  220 
N V -050-0221 
NV-050-0  222 
NV-050-0223 
NV-0  50-0224 
NV-0 50-02 2 5 
NV-050-0  226 
NV-0  50-0230 
NV-0 5 0-02 3 1 
NV-0  50-0232 
NV-050-0233 
NV-050-0235 
NV-0  50-0236 
NV-050-0238 
NV-0  50-041 1 
NV-0  50-0412 
NV-0  50-0422 
NV-0  50-0423 
NV-0  50-0425 
NV-0  50-0428 
NV -050-0438 
NV-050-0440 
NV-050-0441 
NV-050-0447 
NV-050-04R-1 5 


ASH  CANYCN 

D ELMAR  MOUNTAINS  NORT 
CLOVER  MOUNTAIN'S 
GRAPEVINE  SRPING 
DOC’S  PASS 
JACK'S  MOUNTAIN 
CENTRAL  D ELMAR  MOUNTA 
MEADOW  VALLEY  RANGE 
DODGE  POCKETS 
LIME  MOUNTAIN 
MORMON  MOUNTAINS 
SAMS  CAMP  WASH 
SOUTH  FORK 

EAST  MORMON  MOUNTAINS 
TUNNEL  SPRING 
SLACK  RIDGE 
GOVERNMENT  SPRING 
VIRGIN  PEAK 
BILLY  GOAT  PEAK 
WHITNEY  POCKETS  WEST 
HARTMEN  TANK 
NORTH  MUDDYS 
BUFFINGTON  POCKETS 
LIME  CANYON 
TRAMP  RIDGE 
MILLION  HILLS 
GARNETT  BUTTE 
JUMBO  SPRINGS 
BONELLX  PEAK 
QUAIL  SPRINGS 
LA  MADRE  MOUNTAINS 
RIVER  MOUNTAINS 
ELDORADO 

NORTH  MCCULLOUGH  RANG 
BIRD  SPRING  RANGE 
IRE7E3A  PEAKS 
SUMMIT  SPRINGS 
PIUTE  VALLEY 
CHRISTMAS  TREE  PASS 
NELLIS 


THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  ATTENTION. 
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APPL3  CAT:  •:  ■ A.  7 _•  - o IJ-  0051) 


I am  definitely  opposed  to  any  additional  lands  in  the  State  of 
Arizona  being  designated  "Wilderness  Study  Areas"  by  the  BLM 
Wilderness  Review  until  the  following  considerations  have  been 
thoroughly  evaluated: 

During  che  past  50  years,  the  growth  of  the  economy  of  Arizona 
has  paralleled  the  progressive  development  of  its  mining  industry 
and  its  tourism  industry.  J 

k.  In  order  tha£  we  may  attract  and  encourage  our  state’s  raining 
industry,  we  roust  continue  to  grant  access  to  ail  possible 
areas  for  exploration,  development  and  expansion.  If  not 
untold  resources  could  be  denied  this  and  future” generations. 

Many  of  these  resources  could  be  required  at  a time  of  national 
emergency  or  need  and  their  availability  could  only  be  made 
possible  by  long-range  planning  and  preparation. 

B.  This  state's  attractiveness  to  tourism  will  soon  be  directed 
to  its  permanent  and  temporary  residents  in  that  interstate 
travel  ior  that  purpose  will  be  restricted  by  the  acute  fuel 
situation.^  _ This  means  that  provisions  should  be  made  to  ensure 
that,  all  resioents  the  handicapped  and  the  elderly  — have 
the  opportunity  to  enjoy  the  natural  beauty  of  Arizona  as 
enjoined  by  the  Office  of  Tourism  slogan,  "Arizona  - See  It  . 
All!" 

C.  By  permitting  road  building  in  remote  areas  to  accomplish  the 
foregoing  measures,  a resultant  benefit  would  be  the  accessi- 
bility provided  fire  fighting  equipment  to  combat  the  many 

"nature-caused"  forest,  brush  and  field  fires  which  we  experience 
each  year. 


-46- 


PG  Box  2277, Tuba  City,  AZ  86045 
December  10,  1979 


District  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
425  East  4th  Street 
Safford,  Arizona  85546 

Dear  Sir? 

9 

I am  a teacher  for  the  Public  School  here  in  Tuba  City,  an  “"avid  hiker,  former 
seasonal  Park  Ranger  (10  seasons)  and  have  been  working  toward  a masters  degree 
in  outdoor  education.  With  this  background  I have  become  very  aware  of  the 
value  of  wilderness  (Official  Wilderness)  in  Arizona,  especially  several  areas 
under  coreideration  at  this  time. 

I heartily  support  the  recommendation  of  a 6,670  acre  Aravaipa  Canyon  Wilderness 
Area.  I have  not  personally  hiked  there  (YET),  but  I have  been  greatly  impressed 
by  what  I have  read  about  the  area.  It  has  an  amazing  reputation  in  the  literature 
as  being  a unique  flowing  stream  in  the  desert  of  SE  Arizona  with  associated 
habitats  of  many  endangered  animals  species.  Please  count  my  voice  in  support  of 
Alternative#!  for  Aravaipa  Canyon  Wilderness. 

I also  support  recommendations  for  all  21  areas  of  the  Arizona  Strip  country 
be  included  in  the  Wilderness  Study  Area  designation.  Areas  that  need  special 
consideration  as  Wilderness  include  the  Grand  Wash  Cliffs  (9,601  acres).  Snap 
Point,  Brand  Gulch,  Pigeon  Canyon,  Grand  Wash  Cliffs,  and  Pakoon  Springs.  The 
topographic  diversity  of  these  areas  as  well  as  their  uniq^ness  would  add  greatly 
to  official  Arizona  Wilderness.  All  of  the  33,743  acres  of  Grand  Wash  Cliffs 
should  be  included  in  the  Wilderness  Study  Ar-ea. 

Many  of  these  areas  are  within  a r^sonable  distance  to  take  students  on  overnight 
field  trips  from  Tuba  City  in  our  programs  in  outdoor  education  which  we  have  and 
ane  developing.  Wilderness  designation  will  help  to  preserve  them  and  their 
biological  diversity  (and  ecological  diversity)  for  the  coming  generations. 

Thankyou  for  your  consideration  of  these  valuable  areas.  Please  include  my  comment 
on  any  official  registers  which  may  result  from  this  study  in  support  of  Wilderness 


6th  grade  teacher  and  resident  of  Ar-izona 
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